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MONTANA Electric Cooperatives’ 
Association (MECA) offers a 

$500 scholarship to any college-bound 
undergraduate student. The applicant’s 
parent or guardian must be receiving 
electric service from Big Flat Electric 
Co-op. 

The scholarships may be used at 
a Montana college, university or any 
out-of-state institution. Funds for these 
scholarships come from donations that 
honor the memories of deceased direc-
tors, managers and employees who 

have served the electric cooperative. 
MECA scholarship applications need 

to be turned in to Big Flat Electric by 
January 26. 

Basin Electric Power Cooperative 
(BEPC) offers a $1,000 scholarship to 
students enrolled or planning to enroll 
in a full-time graduate or undergrad-
uate course of study at an accredited 
two or four-year college, university or 
vocational/technical school. 

The scholarships are awarded based 
on academic record, the potential to 

succeed, leadership and participation 
in school and community activities, 
honors, work experience, a statement 
of education and career goals, and an 
outside appraisal. 

Scholarships are due in the Big 
Flat office by January 26. 

Applications are available online at 
bigflatelectric.com, from school guid-
ance counselors and at the Big Flat 
Electric office. Don’t miss out! 

Big Flat Electric is in the 
beginning process of 
implementing alerts to 
be sent to our members 
in the form of a text 
message and/or email in 
the event of a planned 
power outage. Please 
contact us with your 
cell phone number and 
email if you wish to be 
included in these alerts.

NOTICE:

Apply now for MECA and Basin scholarships

Alert system being implemented
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Big Flat Electric | Annual Meeting

BIG Flat Electric held its 76th Annual 
Meeting on October 14, 2023. There 

was a great turn out, and we would like 
to thank those who attended. All three 
incumbent directors were re-elected to 
another term. 

76th ANNUAL MEETING
MEETING OF THE MEMBERS A SUCCESS

Big Flat Billing/Member Service Clerk Debbie 
Kindle, right, awards Katie Ottinger the $50 
Young Member Prize. | BFEC PHOTO

From left, President Alan Wasson, General Manager Gretchen Boardman, Director Patty Quisno, 
Secretary Betty Campbell, Director Kevin Koss, Vice-President Roger Solberg, Director Alan Van 
Voast and Director Duane Klindworth head Big Flat Electric’s 76th Annual Meeting.  | BFEC PHOTO

Director Alan Van Voast, NorVal Director Chris Christensen, Director Kevin Koss, Director Roger 
Solberg and member Ray McMullen pose at Big Flat Electric Cooperative’s Annual Meeting. | BIG 
FLAT ELECTRIC PHOTO

Malta High School student Elly Anderson sings 
the National Anthem at the Annual Meeting. | 
BIG FLAT ELECTRIC PHOTO

The Presentation of Colors and Pledge of 
Allegiance at the Annual Meeting was led 
by VFW members Jay Southwick and John 
Barnard. | BIG FLAT ELECTRIC PHOTO
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Big Flat Electric | Awards

THE Montana Electric Cooperatives’ Association recently 
held its annual meeting in Great Falls. Big Flat Electric 

Cooperative was awarded the Excellence in Communications 
for Small Cooperatives Award, which is given to the small 
cooperative earning the most combined points in the vari-
ous communications categories. Congratulations to news-
letter editor Shawna Myers on receiving First Place Best 
Feature Story for the “Smokin’ Bar Ox” article and Honorable 
Mention Best Feature Story for the “Miners Club Bar and 
Cafe” article. In addition, congratulations to Brenden John-
son for Honorable Mention in the Best News Photo Cate-
gory and to Kari Hammond and Nick Daniels for Honorable 
Mention in the Best Annual Report category.

We are proud of the efforts of Shawna and staff contribu-
tors in producing great publications for our members. 

76th ANNUAL MEETING

Big Flat Electric General Manager Gretchen Boardman, left, presents 
the grand prize of $300 to Shari Solberg. | BIG FLAT ELECTRIC 
PHOTO

Lunch was provided to members after the Annual Meeting. | BIG 
FLAT ELECTRIC PHOTO

BIG FLAT ELECTRIC 
WINS AWARDS

Newsletter Editor Shawna Myers shows off the awards Big Flat Electric 
Cooperative won at the Montana Electric Cooperatives’ Association 
Annual Meeting. | BIG FLAT ELECTRIC PHOTO
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Big Flat Electric | From the Archives

Big Flat Electric Cooperative is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

District 1	 Duane Klindworth
District 2	 Alan Van Voast
District 3	 Alan Wasson, President
District 4	 Betty Campbell, Sec. /Treas.
District 5	 Roger Solberg, Vice President
District 6	 Patty Quisno
District 7	 Kevin Koss
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

General Manager: Gretchen Boardman

CONNECT WITH US
OPEN WEEKDAYS 8 A.M. TO 5 P.M.

333 S 7TH ST E
MALTA, MT 59538

(406) 654-2040

AFTER HOURS  
OUTAGE:  

(406) 654-7400

BIG FLAT ELECTRIC
C O O P E R A T I V E

SERVING BLAINE, PHILLIPS AND VALLEY COUNTIES

P.O. BOX  2 2 9  l  MALTA , MT  5 9 5 3 8  l  WWW.B IGFLATELECTR I C. COM

FROM THE ARCHIVES...

Along Our Lines
December 1964 – BFEC Newsletter

PAYMENT OPTIONS:  
1-833-368-2470 or
bigflatelectric.com

Fire destroyed the Norman Dyrdahl pump 
house on his farm near Loring in the early 
part of November.

A short tap has been built to serve another 
stockwell for Louis Modic near Hogeland.

The town of Turner is brightly lit up under 15 
new mercury vapor lights which were recently 
installed to replace the old streetlights.

Mr. and Mrs. Harlie Waters and family are 
new consumers on our lines. A short tap 
was recently constructed to serve their home 
south of Malta.

The Big Flat crew has been doing service 
changes for consumers throughout our system 
– heavying-up their services for electric 
heating and larger loads.

Among new consumers on our lines are Mr. 
and Mrs. Chuck Wasson. They are living in 
the Wright house in Whitewater while Mr. 
Wasson is employed on the E. Clair Hotchkiss 
ranch.

The annual Christmas dinner for the Big Flat 
directors and employees and their wives will 
be held on the 17th of December at Sine’s 
Night Club east of Malta.

Service has been extended to the Mountain 
States Telephone Mico-wave station near 
Wagner. This new service in in connection 
with the dial system that is being installed in 
Malta and vicinity.

The Big Flat Electric now has 181 Security 
Lights in operation on its lines, having 
installed 23 lights in the past month. 

DECEMBER 1964: BFEC NEWSLETTER


