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AS I sat down to start writ-
ing, I thought, “I hope our 

members share it with their 
kids, grandkids, neighbors or 
any other young people who 
are wondering what to do as 
graduation approaches.”

Graduation from high 
school is a pivotal part of a 
young person’s life. So many decisions 
to make, so many friends parting ways. 
Do you go to college? Do you go to a 
trade school? Do you get a job? Do 
you get married? It can be rather over-
whelming to say the least. 

Guess what? The decision you make 
when you turn that tassel on your 
cap is just one small step into many 
other opportunities. You may change 

your mind and do something 
completely different and that 
is OK. 

Being part of an electric 
cooperative has changed 
my life. The cooperative has 
opened my eyes to so many 
things I didn’t even know 
could happen. Did I think that 

would happen when I was 18 and walk-
ing down the Malta High School gym in 
my cap and gown, heck no. The possi-
bilities are endless in the cooperative 
world. In fact, there are so many jobs 
open across the country, and electric 
cooperatives are no different. 

Have you ever thought about being 
a lineman? Work as an engineer? Be 
a receptionist, accountant or human 

resources? A meter technician? Coop-
eratives offer all these positions and 
so much more. These are outstanding 
jobs with excellent pay and benefits, but 
more importantly these are jobs that 
are rewarding and can develop a fami-
ly-friendly, work-based environment. If 
any of these jobs sound like something 
you would like to learn about, contact 
our office. I would love to talk to you. 
We love having local students stay local!

Don’t forget Big Flat Electric offers 
scholarships for graduating seniors 
and Trade School scholarships for any 
graduate or person attending a school 
studying a trade at any age. We have 
forms in our office, with your guidance 
counselor and on our website. Applica-
tions are due April 1. 
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AS GRADUATION APPROACHES REMEMBER 
ELECTRIC CO-OPS HAVE CAREER OPTIONS

COLUMN BY GRETCHEN BOARDMAN | BIG FLAT ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE GENERAL MANAGER

Big Flat Electric Co-op., Inc. is an equal 
opportunity provider and employer.

In accordance with Federal civil rights 
law and U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, 
the USDA, its Agencies, offices and 
employees, and institutions participating 
in or administering USDA programs are 
prohibited from discriminating based 
on race, color, national origin, religion, 
sex, gender identity (including gender 
expression), sexual orientation, disability, 
age, marital status, family/parental status, 
income derived from a public assistance 
program, political beliefs, or reprisal or 
retaliation for prior civil rights activity, 
in any program or activity conducted or 

funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all 
programs).  Remedies and complaint filing 
deadlines vary by program or incident.

Persons with disabilities who require 
alternative means of communication for 
program information (e.g., Braille, large 
print, audiotape, American Sign Language, 
etc.) should contact the responsible 
Agency or USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 
720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact 
USDA through the Federal Relay Service 
at (800) 877-8339.  Additionally, program 
information may be made available in 
languages other than English.

To file a program discrimination 
complaint, complete the USDA Program 
Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-3027, 

found online at http://www.ascr.usda.gov/
complaint_filing_cust.html, and at any 
USDA office or write a letter addressed 
to USDA and provide in the letter all of 
the information requested in the form.  To 
request a copy of the complaint form, call 
(866) 632-9992.  Submit your completed 
form or letter to USDA by:
Mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture Office 

of the Assistant Secretary for Civil 
Rights 
1400 Independence Avenue, SW 
Washington, D.C.  20250-9410;

Fax: (202) 690-7442; or
Email: program.intake.usda.gov
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, 

employer, and lender. 

STATEMENT OF NON-DISCRIMINATION
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Big Flat Electric | Business in Focus

By SHAWNA MYERS

LIVING in the rural community of 
Zortman, Wendy Simanton operates 

Mountain Thyme Homestead, which 
allows her to do what she most enjoys. 
Most of which includes making heal-
ing salves, raising chickens, selling 
eggs, gardening, canning and making 
mittens in the fall.

A few years back Wendy developed 
a severe rash on her wrists and could 
not get rid of it no matter what she 
tried. Finally, when talking with Megan 
Newman of Malta, Wendy got a recipe 
for a natural healing salve, and it 
worked to clear up her rash. 

After some tweaking to Wendy’s 
liking, she and her family used this 
salve for burns, rashes and other skin 
conditions. Her healing salve business 
blossomed from there. 

Along with the healing salve, Wendy 
also makes lip balm and sugar scrubs, 
which are all made with natural/
organic materials. 

I know from firsthand experience 
how well her healing salve works. 
Several years ago, my son received an 
extremely bad rope burn in the crease 
of his elbow, and after applying this 
salve daily and keeping it wrapped, it 
was cleared up in less than a week.

Chickens, or “the girls” as Wendy 
calls them, keep her in the egg business. 
She originally was going to only have 
six or seven chickens, but now owns 17 
and has eggs for sale at $4 a dozen. Her 
husband, Steve, built a heated coop with 
a covered run out the back, which then 
has access to a pen that has an electric 
fence around it to keep other critters 
away from “the girls”. 

Living in Zortman’s laid-back life-
style and her deep interest in canning, 
led Wendy to take up gardening. In 

Wendy Simanton shows off some of the items she has for sale at Mountain Thyme Homestead in 
Zortman. | BIG FLAT ELECTRIC PHOTO

Homegrown Zortman business offers healing salves, eggs and more

Mountain Thyme  Homestead

BUSINESS 
in FOCUS

If you know or have a business 
that you would like featured in 
our newsletter, please contact 
Shawna at (406) 654-2040 or 
shawna@bigflatelectric.com

RIGHT: Wendy Simanton collects some eggs in 
her heated chicken coop. | BIG FLAT ELECTRIC 
PHOTO
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time, people would bring her fruit and 
empty canning jars. Wendy would in 
turn can jellies and give half of the 
batch to the person that brought her 
the fruit and jars. She also makes pick-
les and cans applesauce and peaches, 
among other things for her family.

When fall and winter set in, and the 
gardening season comes to an end, 
Wendy pulls out her sewing machine 
to make mittens. She keeps an eye out 
for old sweaters, preferably wool, but if 
they are a heavy material, she will use 
them. Wendy thinks it is a great find 
when she runs across Christmas sweat-
ers, as they make cute mittens. Keep 
these in mind for those cold winter 

days, or if you have old wool or heavy 
sweaters that you no longer need, give 
her a call.

Lastly, if you’re looking for a place 
to stay, Steve and Wendy own a house 
in Malta registered on the Airbnb 
website. Their daughter Jenifer Ander-
son manages the home, and will be 
happy to help with you or relatives/
friends stay in Malta.

Whether it be skin care, eggs, jellies, 
or mittens, keep Mountain Thyme 
Homestead and Wendy in mind. She can 
be reached on Mountain Thyme Home-
stead’s Facebook page, or by phone at 
(406) 673-3112. She will gladly visit with 
you about all of her products. 

Big Flat Electric | Notices

Mountain Thyme  Homestead

PHOTOS BY LEIF SORENSEN
BIG FLAT ELECTRIC LINEMAN
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Big Flat Electric | From the Archives

Big Flat Electric Cooperative is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

District 1 Duane Klindworth
District 2 Alan Van Voast
District 3 Alan Wasson, President
District 4 Betty Campbell, Sec. /Treas.
District 5 Roger Solberg, Vice President
District 6 Patty Quisno
District 7 Kevin Koss
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

General Manager: Gretchen Boardman

CONNECT WITH US
OPEN WEEKDAYS 8 A.M. TO 5 P.M.

333 S 7TH ST E
MALTA, MT 59538

(406) 654-2040

AFTER HOURS  
OUTAGE:  

(406) 654-7400

BIG FLAT ELECTRIC
C O O P E R A T I V E

SERVING BLAINE, PHILLIPS AND VALLEY COUNTIES

P.O. BOX  2 2 9  l  MALTA , MT  5 9 5 3 8  l  WWW.B IGFLATELECTR I C. COM

FROM THE ARCHIVES...

PAYMENT OPTIONS:  
1-833-368-2470 or
bigflatelectric.com

FROM MARCH 1964: BFEC NEWSLETTER


